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too, they use material taken from reality. They are particularly
prone to pick up any suggestion that the whole business is due to a
brutal act on the part of the man and that the unfortunate woman
suffers great pain and distress. It is interesting to note that in
every phase of life feminine masochism finds some form of
expression.

The friendship between the two girls always has a more or less
mutually complementary form, that is to say, one girl is the more
active and the other the more passive. This relation can be of various
intensities: the passivity of one partner may be only subtly indicated
or may take the form of absolute subjection to the other.

As puberty approaches, these relations assume a more sado-maso-
chistic character. They can have a great and even harmful effect,
particularly on the masochistic partner. Sometimes young girls
suffer from inhibitions in study or work, as a result of which they
suddenly or gradually become incapable of doing anything that
requires exercise of will and endurance of any discomfort. The
explanation of these difficulties is to be found in the girPs absorption
in fantasies. I recently had an opportunity to observe a young girl
who stubbornly refused to do anything. She gave up every activity
she undertook as soon as she found that it involved the slightest
discomfort. I discovered that she was masochistically subjected to a
sadistic girl of her own age and that she had become unable to
endure discomfort unless it was accompanied by rewards in the form
.of masochistic pleasure. Such a sado-masochistic relation can con-
tinue into puberty and exert a determining influence on subsequent
heterosexuality.

The relation between the two girls evolves in different ways. It
is dissolved, or the objects change, or, much less frequently, it leads
to a sublimated friendship that may continue throughout life.
Sometimes one of the two girls develops sexually more quickly than
the other. Out of jealousy or identification, the more immature one
tries for her part also to take the heterosexual path the other has
followed, although she lacks the necessary psychologic preparation
or has only a sham preparation. She easily falls into confusion, and
this may have unfortunate results, the nature of which will depend
upon the girPs social milieu. Many acts of gangsterism, prostitution,
or criminality in very young girls are the consequence of a violent
interruption of prepuberty, with its harmless homosexual attach-
ments, in favour of a heterosexuality for which they are not yet really
ready. In my opinion, the real dangers of this period of life lie in any
anachronistic behaviour. Either .the young girl is retarded in her